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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 37 C.F.R. 1.97-1.98 

This Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement is filed with a Request for 
Continued Examination of the above-captioned application and prior to receipt of an Office 
Action. Thus, a fee for filing this statement should not be due. If, however, it is determined 
that a fee is due, any fees that may be due in connection with filing this paper may be charged 
to Deposit Account No. 02- 1 8 1 8. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 C.F.R. §1.56 to inform the 
Patent Office of all information known by Applicant or Applicant's representative that may 
be material to the examination of the subject application, Applicant's representative hereby 
provides this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement that is prepared in accordance 
with 37 C.F.R. §§1.97-1.98. Forms PTO-1449 (2 pages) and copies of the cited non U.S. 
Patent documents are provided herewith in connection with the above-captioned application. 

The documents cited on the Forms PTO-1449 are in the English language, with the 
exception of items noted below. Item AP (DE 41 38 042) is in the German language and is 
provided with an English language abstract (Item BD). Item AQ (JP 2002047272) is in the 
Japanese language and is provided with an English language abstract (Item BE). Item BF 
(Fukuda et al.) is in the Japanese language and contains an English language abstract. 
Hence, in accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1 .98, as amended effective March 
16, 1992, no further explanation of the listed items is necessary. 
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Applicant makes known to the Examiner the following pending U.S. Applications that 
are commonly owned and/or have one or more inventors in common: 



A/B/ 



Application No. 


Docket No. 


FUed 


Publ. No. 


1 1/048,439 


0119378-00531 /4202 


02/01/05 


2005-0187267 


11/070,808 


0119378-00536/4203 


03/02/05 


2005-0197359 


11/931,282 


01 19378-00524/ 4201 C 


10/31/07 


2008-0108649 


11/931,395 


0119378-00543 /4204B 


10/31/07 


2008-0103188 


11/931,498 


0119378-00561 / 4207B 


10/31/07 


2008-0108691 



In accordance with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1 .98, the following document is 
provided for consideration by the Examiner: Office Action, issued 1 6 May 2008, in 
connection with U.S. Application Serial No. 11/931,498 (Attorney Docket No. 01 19378- 
00561 / 4207B). The table below includes a column providing a space for the Examiner's 
initials next to the document to be considered. 



/VB/ 



10/21/2009 



Office Action, issued 16 May 2008, in connection with U.S. Application Serial 
No. 11/931,498 



Although these documents are made known to the Patent and Trademark Office in 
compliance with Applicant's duty of disclosure, such disclosure is not to be construed as an 
admission by Applicant or Applicant's representative that any of the references, singly or in 
any combination thereof, is effective as prior art against the subject application. In 
accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(g) and (h), the filing of this Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no 
other material information as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(b) exists. 

Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner review the foregoing documents 
and they be made of record in the file history of the above-captioned application. 
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